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evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
MSP? Which 
outcomes would you 
like to see as 
evidence that MSP is 
contributing to 
sustainably manage 
and protect marine 
and coastal 
ecosystems? 

Commission have developed a toolbox for monitoring and assessing MSP. 
The toolbox allows you to select different objectives and then measure 
how they are being achieved when reviewing plans. In Europe, the 
Maritime Spatial Planning Directive is complemented by the Marine 
Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) which acts as an environmental 
benchmark. The MSFD has the objective of ensuring a good environmental 
status for all the EU waters and also has indicators that can be used as 
baseline to compare environmental status before the plan development 
and after plan adoption.  

How has the 
progress of SDG 14.2 
been evaluated and 
reported? What are 
the challenges of 
such monitoring? 
Any suggestions of 
potential solutions 
to overcome these 
challenges?  

Mr. Ole Vestergaard noted that in practice the measurement of SDG 14.2 
with regards to MSP is in twofold including: the development and 
implementation of marine spatial plans to deliver the SDG 14. Ole noted 
that we need to build synergies when we develop these indicators and 
data systems e.g., with the High-Level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean 
Economy 100% ocean management commitment. These indicators can be 
structured around: first to what extent MSP is delivering protection and 
ecological outcomes as well as to what extent is MSP moving into actual 
implementation and use of plans? UNEP have previously carried out work 
on implementation of plans and would look at undertaking such work 
again. There is a UNEP manual on measuring SDG 14 progress.   

Which types of 
collaborations are 
needed to 
accelerate MSP?  

Ms. Helena Rodrigues reported that from the WWF's assessments on MSP 
in Europe, there's still issues with cross-border stakeholder engagements. 
Cooperation between different countries within the same sea basin is 
needed to accelerate MSP. This is needed as the ocean does not 
necessarily follow human borders, and marine ecosystems can be affected 
by risks across countries. There is the need to consider how well Member 
States or national maritime spatial plans align with each other and how the 
regional and international perspective is considered in the national plans. 
 
Mr. Julian Barbière noted that there are three areas where we need to 
strengthen collaboration including science innovation, data generation 
and tools for mitigating environmental stressors and ecosystem services. 
The second area is transboundary cooperation, creating common vision, 
technical cooperation mechanism for data sharing and experiences. The 
third area is communication and having communities on board to own the 
MSP process. Julian noted that MSPforum and the tools that are going to 
be developed in MSPglobal 2.0 will hopefully help to advance those 
collaborations and come up with socially acceptable solutions. 
 
Mr. Felix Leinemann noted the EU have developed communities of 
practice (CoP) and supporting sea basin level CoP in the North and Baltic 
Sea. Felix highlighted that the Mediterranean CoP on MSP was recently set 
up to engage the different sectors in co-creating maritime spatial plans. 

 
 

https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/hz0922089enn.en_.pdf
https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/35086
https://www.wwf.eu/?11020941/Patchwork-planning-by-EU-Member-States-puts-Mediterranean-Seas-ecologic-and-economic-future-at-risk---WWF-report
https://www.wwf.eu/?11020941/Patchwork-planning-by-EU-Member-States-puts-Mediterranean-Seas-ecologic-and-economic-future-at-risk---WWF-report




https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/publications/maritime-spatial-planning-data-framework-mspdf_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/publications/maritime-spatial-planning-data-framework-mspdf_en
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Mr. Louis Demargne mentioned that within the framework of the Ocean 
Decade and Ocean Decade Coordination Units it was recognised early that 
data and information are cornerstones of the success of the decade. Louis 
highlighted that the Ocean Decade have developed a data and information 
strategy and is currently designing action plans to develop inclusive, 
interoperable ocean data and information ecosystems. He emphasised the 
importance of engaging with users and practitioners at the very beginning 
of an MSP project to understand the data needs and where to find the 
baseline datasets. Louis further noted that the Ocean Decade data strategy 
and action plans should deliver data outcomes for MSP practitioners to 
find baseline datasets including time series, ocean forecast and decision 
support tools as well as building a community of data users including data 
literate or digitally literate individuals. 

What are the 
obstacles to move 
the data value chain 
from ocean 
observation to 
knowledge-based 
MSP? Any 
suggestions of 
potential solutions 
to overcome these 
obstacles? 

Mr. Louis Demargne highlighted that the Ocean Decade data strategy 
hopefully will make a lot of that ocean data findable and develop data 
solutions that will support MSP. There is a lot of work to be done to build 
awareness about the benefits of MSP, getting buy-in and understanding 
ocean health. Co-design with users is important to build the MSP 
programme and also find the solutions that we need to develop data.  
 
Ms. Nadia Pinardi noted that progress to establish the state-of-the-art 
information for coastal and marine governance through modelling and 
observation have been relatively slow. However, the Ocean Decade puts 
scientists and the need for solutions at the forefront. Ms. Pinardi 
recommended the need to invest in human capital to develop data, multi 
hazard systems and community concepts that will strengthen MSP and 
coastal resilience issues. 

 
  

Question FROM the audience 
 
With data being the biggest challenge and knowing MSP's final deliverable is not a zoning 
map. What data layers will prove or disprove that an MSP has been completed? 
 
Mr. Louis Demargne highlighted that the marine spatial plan is never completed as it is a 
living thing, that needs to evolve. The first thing is to think about the baseline data through 
co-design and engaging with the end users of MSP to identify priorities and then build a 
database that responds to the questions and the needs of end users. 
 
Ms. Nadia Pinardi noted that MSP does not end because new uses of the ocean appear all 
the time, highlighting the need to think about the revision of current uses and data to 
support users. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://oceandecade.org/
https://oceandecade.org/
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000385542
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000385542






https://mamiwataproject.org/
https://www.wacaprogram.org/about-us
https://oceandecade.org/actions/accelerate-marine-spatial-planning-in-the-western-pacific/
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authority structure in the communities before engagement. The use of translators, creating an 
engagement plan and using effective communication and awareness channels such as house-to-
house visits were all noted. Indigenous peoples have traditional knowledge and experience that 
can be used integrally in creating or maintaining marine policies once they are engaged. 
 
Ms. Zhen Sun emphasised that MSP should be a process to address gender issues and 
underrepresentation by women in decision-making processes.  The UN specifically included a 
provision in the UN Charter that there should be no restriction on the eligibility of women and 
men to participate in any capacity. This is a specifically recognised in the SDG's and the UN 
Decade of Ocean Science. A study by Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) shows that there is close to medium and median level of discrimination against women. 
Nearly 60% of the countries that responded to the survey only have less than 30% women taking 
up the Cabinet Ministers roles. Zhen highlighted that women's contributions within ocean policy 
are under recognised, and significantly underrepresented in different sectors. 
 
Ms. Sun recommended a gender sensitive approach that ensures an understanding of the 
systemic barriers that is hindering women and the major causes of inequality in decision-making 
process. A gender sensitive approach would start with an assessment exercise that identifies 
vulnerabilities. A case study that has implemented a gender sensitive approach was the United 
Nations Framework Convention On Climate Change (UNFCCC) climate change adaptation 
process. The case study noted the need to establish enabling environments to discuss gender 
issues, gender sensitive assessment to understand the climate change vulnerabilities, the 
impacts, and opportunities for women's participation in the process of climate change 
adaptation actions as well as within monitoring. Developing a Gender Equality Strategy and 
Action Plan could present elements to consolidate participation and representation by targeting 
organisational structure, women in decision making, professional development, advocacy, 
research, monitoring, and evaluation. 
 
 
 
  Questions FROM the audience 

 
How do we ensure that indigenous knowledge rights and processes, which are mostly 
informed, are successfully factored into statutory MSP processes? 
 
Ms. Sarah Singh highlighted that the aim would be to continuously consult and include 
the indigenous peoples in MSP. It is necessary to have meetings and consultations which 
are a good opportunity for indigenous peoples to use or to include their traditional 
knowledge. 
 
Are there any international studies that identify differences between genders in terms 
of what they value most when it comes to benefits from marine resources? 
 
Ms. Zhen Sun iterated that there is no specific study on gender assessment and related 
benefits from marine resources. The best example of involving women in decision making 
process as well as implementation process is the study undertaken by UNFCCC.  
 
 
 
 

 

https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/the-big-picture/introduction
https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/the-big-picture/introduction
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