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Maritime spaces

A dynamic, multidisciplinary and vulnerable space.

Balance environmental, economic, social, cultural and

recreational objectives, all within the limits set by natural

dynamics.

'Integrated' means integration of all relevant policy

areas, sectors, and levels of administration. It means

integration of the terrestrial and marine components of

the target territory, in both time and space.
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Multidisciplinarity
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Multidisciplinarity

Fisheries

Scientists

Sociologists

Policy Makers

Jurists

Academics Politicians

Planners
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EBM

CONNECTION
(linkages between ecosystem, 

human societies, economies

and institutions)

CHANGING PUBLIC 

PERCEPTION
(public co-learning)

LEARNING

ADAPTATION
(Adaptive management 

approach)INTERACTION BETWEEN 

SECTORS
(set common goal for ecosystem

management and protection)

EMBRACING 

CHANGE
(resilience, change, 

uncertainties)

BRIDGING SCIENCE-

POLICY
(knowledge co-building)

MULTIPLE OBJECTIVES
(looking at diverse benefits provided by 

marine system rather than single one)

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

Based on McLoad & Leslie, 2009

EBM

European Commission – DG MARE EASME

SIMWESTMED 
Supporting Implementation of Maritime Spatial Planning in the Western

Mediterranean region



Maritime Spatial Planning Land/Urban Planning

• Concessions

• Three Dimensions

• Sea as borderless 

• Problems in defining 

boundaries

• Integration with other 

systems

• Private properties

• Bidimensionality

• Solid elements

• Defined boundaries

• Integration with other

systems

New planning challenges



GOOD 

ENVIRONMENT

AL STATUS

(MSFD, 2008/56/EU)

+

BLUE GROWTH

(benefits)+

-

-

(Not responding with the 
indications of MSFD)

(Not responding with 
the indications of Blue 
Growth)

DOMAIN OF CO-BENEFITS
MSP STRATEGY

MSP and Blue Growth
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Outputs
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Informative Levels



Geographical Scales
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Land-Sea and Sea-Land Interactions



Land-Sea and Sea-Land Interactions
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Which is the proper buffer for LSI?



Land-Sea and Sea-Land Interactions
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 Pointing out spatial interaction

 Linking actions portfolios 

included in different planning 

tools/realms

 Usable despite the “borders” of 

competences and jurisdictions

Transect planning

approach (TPA)

1) Derives from the environmental & 

sustainable  planning approach;

2) Supports spatial interaction in the hot 

spots issues of LS interface and related 

planning realms;

3) In the public participatory process can 

favour comprehension of local 

interactions in terms of uses, impacts, 

synergies … in the different plans;



Land-Sea and Sea-Land Interactions
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 LSI buffer can vary accordingly 

the kinds of interactions/uses 

taken into consideration



Land-Sea and Sea-Land Interactions
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 ICM/CZM plans are not compulsory 

everywhere (voluntary based in 

different EU countries)



Land-Sea and Sea-Land Interactions
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 Instead a kind of coastal 

planning (mainly regional) is 

operating in all Mediterranean 

countries: linking MSP to local 

compulsory planning



Land-Sea and Sea-Land Interactions
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 At least a three level 

interaction is expected 

in LSI accordingly the 

TPA for proper 

managing of uses-

functions/environmental 

impacts



Land-Sea and Sea-Land Interactions

Source: EC DG MARE; 2017
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