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What is MSP?

Maritime spatial planning (MSP) is a

public process of analyzing and

allocating the spatial and temporal

distribution of human activities in

marine areas to achieve ecological,

economic, and social objectives that

are usually specified through a

political process (Ehler and

Douvere, 2009)
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Why MSP?

▪ Limit conflicts

▪ Encourage investment

▪ Enhance coordination

▪ Increasing cross-border cooperation

▪ Protect the environment

▪ EU Directive MSP 2014/89/EU



Ehler, 2017

Some trends



The Master

The Erasmus Mundus Master Course on Maritime Spatial

Planning (EMMCMSP) is a two-years advanced professional

master program, in which three high-rated European

universities participate.

Students will familiarize themselves with key issues involved

in policies formulation and planning strategies for maritime

space, to improve the management of resources from an

environmental, economic, social and legal perspective within

the framework of Maritime policies.

▪ Analysis

▪ New professional figure

▪ Multidisciplinary

▪ “Learning by doing”



The aim of the EMMCMSP is to prepare students to become

specialists, providing a multi-disciplinary background, to enable

them to operate both in public institutions as well as independent

professionals or researchers.

The Master aim

As specialists they will have the know-how in planning, in designing

and evaluating projects and policies, which consider terrestrial,

coastal and marine dimensions. The course will provide the ability to

manage decision processes towards an adaptive and integrated

approach.

The Consortium welcomes major professional entities from the

coastal, marine and maritime sectors as associated partners who are

involved in teaching, research and planning activities.



The Master aim

Knowledge and understanding

▪ Describe, analyze and evaluate the most important

MSP experiences

▪ Know how to characterize legal systems that insist on

maritime space

▪ Identify and evaluate issues (logistics, environmental,

legal and economic)

Applying knowledge

▪ Represent and qualify the relevant aspects of a

specific maritime context

▪ Describe and evaluate economic rationality behind

marine uses

▪ Structuring and addressing a planning issue in an

integrated cognitive framework

▪ Problem solving



Assessment skills

▪ Assess the critical elements and conflicts that arise

in a maritime space

▪ Develop scenarios and strategies

▪ Choose and apply functional evaluation methods and

planning tools appropriate to the issues and the

context

Communication

▪ Know how to communicate the knowledge acquired

to specialists and non-specialists in the field

Learning

▪ Plan the use and management of spatial information

systems and decision-making tools;

▪ Identify and describe systems, technologies and tools

for monitoring marine and coastal environments

The Master aim
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Who?

Researcher at the Research Center in

Biodiversity and Genetic Resources and

Professor at the Biology Department of

University of the Azores

Professor of Marine Geography at the

Department of Human Geography of the

University of Seville.

Associated Professor at the Department

of Design and Planning in Complex

Environments of IUAV University of

Venice. Dean of the Erasmus Mundus

Master Course on Maritime Spatial

Planning.

Assistant professor at the Department of

Biology of University of the Azores.

Assistant professor at the Department of

Human Geography of the University of

Seville.

Assistant professor and researcher at the

Department of Design and Planning in

Complex Environments of IUAV

University of Venice.



I Semester: Universidad de Sevilla (Spain)

Where?

II Semester: Universidade dos Açores (Portugal)

III Semester: Università Iuav di Venezia (Italy) - Coordinator

IV Semester: Internship Placement



What?

▪ Multidisciplinary

▪ Networking

▪ Scholarships

▪ Methodological 

Interaction

▪ Knowledge Transfer

▪ Crossed-thematical

Analysis



Scholarships from the European Union 

Non-EU students: € 42.000 total per person

EU students: € 33.600 total per person

The Scholarships



The Network



Contacts in Venice:

Elena Gissi, elena.gissi@iuav.it

Francesco Musco, francesco.musco@iuav.it

Dipartimento di Progettazione e Pianificazione in Ambienti Complessi

Università Iuav di Venezia

Thank you


