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Main 
achievements

       Blue Economy

• 2nd UfM Ministerial on 
Sustainable Blue Economy 
adopted (Feb 2021)

• UfM Blue Economy Working 
Group

• UfM Blue Economy 
Community: direct 
involvement and regular 
consultations

• Coordination of regional 
initiatives and actions on 
Blue economy in the region 
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Support the Blue Economy regional agenda and portfolio
� 2nd UfM Ministerial on Sustainable Blue Economy (February 2021)
� Well established UfM Blue Economy Working Group; 1/2 meetings per year;
� Direct involvement, support and assistance to regional initiatives such as 

Bluemed, Westmed, Panoramed; 

Promotion of partnerships, networking, information sharing among countries 
and stakeholders
� Consolidated Stakeholders’ Consultation mechanisms; 
� Up and running Mediterranean Blue Economy Stakeholder Platform (MedBESP);
� Multiple partnerships in place

Technical Assistances in key areas of cooperation;

Publications - UfM report on ‘Sustainable Blue Economy in the Mediterranean’, 
Greening Blue Economy; Maritime Clusters etc.

Mobilization and Matchmaking of funding (DG MARE/EASME; GIZ)



2021 UfM Ministerial Declaration 
on Sustainable Blue Economy

joint challenges in key blue economy sectors;

sustainable recovery from the COVID-19 crisis;

environmental degradation and climate impacts;

seizing emerging opportunities to create sustainable jobs

The 42 UfM countries intensify efforts on: 
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2021 UfM Ministerial Declaration on Sustainable Blue Economy

o Disparities in research and innovation and their potential impact on the sustainable development of BE in the 
region

o Mismatch between the skills of the labour force and the evolving needs of the industry

o Shortage of attractive jobs in the sector

Ministerial Priority: Marine research, innovation, skills, careers and employment

Issues

Needs

Support 

o Prioritize education, vocational training and scientific capacity including technology transfer to anticipate 
transformative technological trends and promote just transitions

o Working closely with the private sector to promote innovation and address skills gaps

o Stakeholders to work together in sector-specific partnerships to promote decent work and tailored training

o BLUEMED Initiative for Blue Jobs and Growth in the Mediterranean region, as a key element for an 
integrative implementation of the Research and Innovation Agenda for the Mediterranean 

o Startup Europe Mediterranean (SEMED) initiative, to connect all the actors of the innovation system and 
support the job creation and competitiveness of BE SMEs



UfM Publication: Towards a Sustainable Blue Economy in the 
Mediterranean Region. 2021 Edition

Available in ENG, FR, AR.

Download it at: 
https://medblueconomyplatform.org/vkc/news/leaflets-full-reports-towards-a-sustainable-blue
-economy-in-the-mediterranean-region-86e076de8d/  

https://medblueconomyplatform.org/vkc/news/leaflets-full-reports-towards-a-sustainable-blue-economy-in-the-mediterranean-region-86e076de8d/
https://medblueconomyplatform.org/vkc/news/leaflets-full-reports-towards-a-sustainable-blue-economy-in-the-mediterranean-region-86e076de8d/


UfM Publication: Towards a Sustainable Blue Economy in the 
Mediterranean Region. 2021 Edition

Aquaculture 
and Fisheries

Transport 
and PortsCoastal and 

Maritime Tourism

Marine Renewable 
Energies

Maritime Safety and Security 
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UfM Publication: Towards a Sustainable Blue Economy in the 
Mediterranean Region. 2021 Edition

Marine litter

Maritime Skills, Careers 
and Employment

Governance and the future of sea 
basin strategies in the 
Mediterranean region 

Sustainable Blue Economy as an 
opportunity: Financing sustainable returns

Marine Research 
& Innovation



Mediterranean Blue Economy Stakeholder Platform

o Managed by the UfM Secretariat

o To facilitate contacts between existing 
education networks, exchange information 
including pedagogic tools and serve as an 
interface for mobility programs

o MedBESP is the largest “one-stop-shop” for 
general, technical and sectoral information 
related to marine and maritime affairs in the 
Mediterranean.

o Useful resources: latest news, events, 
publications, training material, webinars, 
stakeholders database, bi-annual newsletters 
and, much more!

www.medblueconomyplatform.org/

http://www.medblueconomyplatform.org/


Follow-us on:

@UfMSecretariat
www.facebook.com/ufmsecretariat

www.UfMSecretariat.org
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alessandra.sensi@ufmsecretariat.org
Head of Sector – Environment and Blue Economy

Secretariat of the Union for the Mediterranean

mailto:alessandra.sensi@ufmsecretariat.org

