
SYNERGIES WITH PARTNERSHIPS

The Sustainable Blue Economy Partnership (SBEP)



Performance of European Partnerships - Publications Office of the EU (europa.eu)

• Partnerships bring together the European 

Commission and public and/or private partners to 

address Europe’s most pressing challenges through 

concerted research and innovation initiatives.

• A new more impact-focused approach to 

partnerships under Horizon Europe.

Partnerships in Horizon Europe

CO-PROGRAMMED

Based on Memoranda of 

Understanding/contractual 

arrangements; implemented 

independently by the partners and 

by Horizon Europe

CO-FUNDED

Based on a joint programme

agreed and implemented by 

partners; commitment of 

partners for financial and in-kind 

contributions

INSTITUTIONALISED

Based on long-term dimension and 

need for high integration; 

partnerships based on Art 185/187 

of TFEU and the EIT legal acts for 

2021-2027

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/a6cbe152-d19e-11ec-a95f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-search


• Contribute to the twin digital and green transitions, and Europe’s resilience.

• Contribute to UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

• Are drivers for deepening the European Research Area

• Are network builders 

• Openness and inclusiveness:

• European Partnerships demonstrate a strong awareness for openness, 

setting up dedicated measures for newcomers and an interest in reaching 

out to widening countries in Europe.

• Partnerships are open for collaboration beyond the EU.



EUROPEAN PARTNERSHIPS _  

JOINT COMMITMENTS AND LEVERAGING FUNDING

49 partnerships (2021-24): 
€ 55bn

Co-funded Partnerships:

70% MS, AC 
30% EC 



ABOUT THE SUSTAINABLE BLUE ECONOMY PARTNERSHIP 

• The Sustainable Blue Economy Partnership 

is a Horizon Europe co-funded

partnership. 

• The new generation of EU Partnerships 

brings together the European Commission

and public and/or private partners to

address Europe’s most pressing challenges, 

through pooling research and innovation

investments and aligning national

programmes at pan-European scale.

Based on 

• a joint programme

agreed and implemented

by partners; 

• commitment of partners 

for financial and in-kind 

contributions.

CO-FUNDED



VISION 

• The Sustainable Blue Economy Partnership will design, steer and support a 

just and inclusive transition to a regenerative and circular blue economy.

POLICY DRIVE 

The Sustainable Blue 

Economy Partnership will

deliver solutions to enable

the European Green Deal 

and Digital Europe 

strategies and ultimately

the UN Sustainable

Development Goals.



ABOUT 

• a network of 60 partner institutions from

25 countries and the European Commission

• taking into consideration the sea-basin

(Mediterranean, Black Sea, Baltic and North 

Sea) and Atlantic Ocean dimension

• 450 million euro planned investments over 

7 years

• 6 co-funded calls for R&I proposals

• focus on 5 intervention areas in 2023

Coordinator: 

Ministry of University and Research 

(Italy)

sbep@mur.gov.it

Co-coordinator: Research Council of 

Norway

mailto:sbep@mur.gov.it


Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda 

Digitalisation

FAIR data

Human capacity

Ocean literacy

Infrastructures

Social innovation

Sustainable finance

A blue economy in 

harmony with nature

Blue economy 

solutions towards 

climate neutrality

A thriving blue 

economy for the 

people

Integrated and responsive ocean governance

1 2 3

4

Built on priorities of 

Member States/ 

Associated Countries + 

European Commission

+ Sea-basin initiatives, 

with support from

JPI Oceans

Composed of 4 pilllars, 

39 objectives

+ 7 cross-cutting key

enablers



FIVE INTERVENTION AREAS 



https://bluepartnership.eu/#call

1st Joint-call open since February 2023  

Participating

Mediterranean

countries to the 

call:

- Cyprus

- France

- Italy

- Malta

- Portugal

- Slovenia

- Spain

- Türkiye

https://bluepartnership.eu/#call


Opportunities for associated countries and third countries

• The Sustainable Blue Economy Partnership had its kick-off meeting on 25 January 2023 in Rome
• You can follow the SBEP on their website: Bluepartnership call

Or on SBEP’s following social media channels :
o Twitter
o Facebook
o Linkedin
o Instagram

EUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

• The SBEP Steering Committee meeting is open to observer countries (MS, AC or third countries) to 
learn more on the strategic perspectives and discussions

• Third countries can participate with their own funding to joint calls, such as Brazil already does.
• Third countries can be involved in the calls as external partners with own funding, or as associated 

partners also signing the grant agreement for closer involvement
• The next opportunity to join SBEP partners’ consortium = next co-funding proposal to be submitted 

in beginning 2024 as response to the co-fund call for SBEP in the Horizon Europe WP 2023-2024.  

https://www.bluepartnership.eu/#call
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/twitter.com/BlueEconomyEU__;!!DOxrgLBm!FZImIFL1MBUs0LdsAiiaYdWKiPo8j5N0RP3icy1NRg3Y4n_O8_w2fJ-VWO3cRRMVIW1NKoVWfujlRT8Ut2FDEVZPgKozl4Zmwxxt$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.facebook.com/BlueEconomyEU__;!!DOxrgLBm!FZImIFL1MBUs0LdsAiiaYdWKiPo8j5N0RP3icy1NRg3Y4n_O8_w2fJ-VWO3cRRMVIW1NKoVWfujlRT8Ut2FDEVZPgKozl0L5PKp8$
https://www.linkedin.com/company/blue-economy-eu/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.instagram.com/blueeconomyeu/__;!!DOxrgLBm!FZImIFL1MBUs0LdsAiiaYdWKiPo8j5N0RP3icy1NRg3Y4n_O8_w2fJ-VWO3cRRMVIW1NKoVWfujlRT8Ut2FDEVZPgKozl3NuIfpW$


SYNERGIES      Mission – Partnership (SBEP)



EVENTS

• Mission Restore our Ocean and Waters - The Mediterranean lighthouse
in Action

Palermo 30-31 May,  Salina, 1/6 2023 (Blue Islands Day )
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Partnerships in Food, bioeconomy, natural resources, agriculture and environment 

(europa.eu)

home | Bluepartnership

#HorizonEU

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/european-partnerships-horizon-europe/food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/european-partnerships-horizon-europe/food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_en
https://bluepartnership.eu/
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