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1. New WestMED Co-Presidency (2023)

• In 2023, Mauritania will co-chair the WestMED Steering Committee 
along with Malta in accordance with the principle of rotation among 
the participating WestMED countries (France, Spain, Italy, Portugal, 
Malta, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya and Mauritania).

• The Mauritanian Co-Presidency will keep supporting the six priorities 
agreed by the countries in 2018 on the common roadmap for the 
development of a sustainable blue economy.

• At national level, Mauritania has set ambitious targets on blue 
economy, which includes: the promotion of sustainable fisheries and 
aquaculture, the development of a maritime cluster that brings 
together all the actors of the sea, development of maritime transport 
and development of Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP). 
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2. Update on the technical/working groups

Green Shipping And Ports

Main Meetings

• Apr 2020: Kick-off

• Jun 2020: Initial work on project ideas

• Oct 2020: Approval of Action Plan for the TG

• Nov 2020: Project Concepts

• Mar 2021: Sub-groups being activated

• May 2021: Renewal of TG (2nd Year)

• Oct 2021: Further discussion of concepts

• Feb 2022: Plan for submission of projects

• Apr 2022: Horizon Europe Calls targeted

• Jun 2022: EU-Africa Partnership

• Dec 2022 – January 2023: New EMFAF Calls

Action Plan

• Framework of action: Common Vision

• Feasibility Study: Monitor Technological Chains

• Pilot Action 1: Ports as Energy Communities

• Pilot Action 2: Adapt Commercial Vessels 



2. Update on the technical/working groups

Sustainable Aquaculture

Members and purposes

• Southern experts – areas of needs for joint actions

• Northern experts – good practices and cooperation

• Observers – support and financing availability

Main Meetings

• Jun 2021: Kick-off

• Nov 2021: “Action Fiches” by southern experts

• Feb 2022: Review of way forward (financing, fine-tuning)

• Mar 2022: Follow-up with all experts

• June 2022: Project hackathon (dedicated session)

• October 2022: Exchanges amongst partners

• April 2023: Possible deadline for the COST Action submission



2. Update on the technical/working groups

Maritime Clusters

Main features

• June 2021: launched officially

• Maritime Clusters – leading on a range of strategic 

actions

• Geographical scope – northern and western Med 

focus (but open to eastern clusters)

Main activities

• Cluster dialogue: leading of Pole Mer 

Mediterranée

• Capacity building South-South: leading of 

Cluster Maritime Tunisien

• Capacity building North-South: leading of 

Blue Italian Growth

• Investment attraction: leading of Forum 

Oceano



2. Update on the technical/working groups

Maritime Spatial Planning

The Community of Practice on Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) 
for the Mediterranean has been launched on January 26, 2023 by 
CINEA and DG MARE.

Main objective of the MED-MSP-CoP is to establish a permanent 
communication and dialogue across borders between experts on 
MSP (i.e. planners, technical experts, researchers), and to 
exchange knowledge and relevant experiences in the region, so as 
to reach a shared perspective on topics of common interest on 
MSP and enhance the cooperation between the north and the 
south of the Mediterranean.



3. Recent developments in WestMED

WestMED shared blue economy opportunities with the aquaculture and fisheries sector at the Salon Halieutis in Morocco (02/03/2023) 

WestMED shared blue economy opportunities with the aquaculture and fisheries sector at the Salon Halieutis in 
Morocco (02/03/2023) 



3. Recent developments in WestMED

New WestMED partnership with the World Ocean Council (through the Memorandum of Understanding with UfM).

a. The development of a strong relationship with the aim of establishing a durable 
mechanism of dialogue and cooperation, designating specific roles within the WestMED 
Assistance Mechanism (both at Central Team and National Hubs levels) to carry out the 
above mentioned cooperation.  

b. To support and participate in one another’s events and activities, whenever they are 
interesting for the objectives of the Parties. This may include: dissemination and 
promotion, co-organisation, organisation of special sessions and other types of support 
such as proposal of topics and speakers, sponsorship etc.  

c. To enhance mutual co-operation by carrying out joint initiatives such as statements, 
events, trainings, seminars, conferences and other actions in order to work for the 
development of the region through the important role played by the private sectors in the 
Mediterranean region. In particular, on topics such as the promotion of the 
funding/investment opportunities, innovation, entrepreneurship, business opportunities, 
accelerator/incubators programmes, support to start ups, etc. 

d. To explore collaboration possibilities in the international cooperation projects fields.



3. Recent developments in WestMED

Potential collaboration with EUSAIR 

• Currently under the revision of the EUSAIR Action Plan.

• Collaboration with WestMED will require mandate/consensus reached on 
Thematic Steering Group for Pillar 1 - Blue Growth (TSG1) and/or 
Governing Board of the EUSAIR



4. Upcoming developments in the WestMED 

1. WestMED Steering Committee meeting (15th March, Brussels)

2. Discussion and exchanges of views on the new Ministerial Declaration

3. WestMED High-level political event in June, 23rd , Malta. 

4. WestMED Annual Stakeholders Conference in Malta, June, 22nd. 



5. WestMED Key communication deliverables
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Available to download at:

https://westmed-
initiative.ec.europa.eu/



5. WestMED Key communication deliverables

EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY: 

Short summary
of activities

carried out by
the Assistance 

Mechanism in 4 
years

Available to download at:

https://westmed-
initiative.ec.europa.eu/



Thank you 
for your support!

Westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu

#WestMedStrat
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