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Barcelona in figures
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1.6 M inhabitants 

in the city

22.4% foreign population

Europe’s 6th most 

populated 

Metropolitan Area

10 M visitors each year

52% of Catalan GDP 
(93.8 Billion Euros)

4.8 Million inhabitants in 

the Metropolitan region

MAIN BRANCHES OF 
ACTIVITY IN BARCELONA

• Business services 14.8%

• Commerce 10.9%

• ICT Services   8.7%

• Public administration   7.4%

• Health and social services   7.3%

• Education   6.8%

• Hospitality   6.1%

• Financial and insurance   5.5%

• Property activities   4.4%

• Transport and storage   4.2%

• Construction   3.9%

• Energy, water and waste   2.6%

• Arts and recreation   2.1%



1st
European city 

with best strategy for 

attracting foreign 

investment

(Fdi Intelligence 2022-23)

3rd
preferred 

European city to 

locate a startup

(Startup Heatmap Europe 2022)

Permanent host city 

of Mobile World 

Congress

5th

European city in 
foreign investment 

in technology 
projects

(Fdi Intelligence 2022-23)

7th

Tech City of the 

future

(Fdi Intelligence 2022-23)

2024
Host city of the

America’s Cup

5th

Most attractive 
city for digital nomads

(Fdi Intelligence,2021)

1st
urban 

tourism destination 

in the world to obtain 

Platinum Biosphere 

certification

City honoured with 

the European 

Entrepreneurial 

Region Award 2023

(European Commission)

2026
World Capital of 

Architecture and 

organiser of the UIA 

Congress

Barcelona in rankings
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Created in 1986 

to boost employment in the city through the 
promotion of entrepreneurship

today is the leading agency for Barcelona's 
economic development. 

Since 1987

+650,000
people 
supported

29,000
companies 
created

Action areas
• Entrepreneurship

• Companies

• Employment

• Training

• Proximity

• Business and socioeconomic 
innovation



Barcelona’s Blue Economy Strategy

Driving and promoting the blue sectors as a new 
economic hub for the city

#BarcelonaBlueEconomy

14th meeting of the UfM Working Group on Blue Economy
11th October 2023

The Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan



Barcelona, city by the sea

The goal is to turn the strategy for promoting the Blue Economy 
into the backbone of the whole of the coastal area and its 
economy, bringing together stakeholders and with a firm 

commitment to the city.



Montjuïc
Connectivity,, 

culture & sport

Centre
Balance for living, 

working and visiting

22@
Innovation & 

creativity

Besòs 
Industrial 

Area
Neo-Industry

Zona Franca
Logistics & Neo-industry

Sants

Port

Airport

Sagrera

Optical

fibre

Optical 

fibre

Barcelona Green Deal 2030
Areas of Transformation and Economic Activity Nodes
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Blue Economy Strategy, a government measure in October 2021 



Hello hello hello 

Hello hello helloDefinition of the blue economy for Barcelona

The term ‘Blue Economy’ refers to those economic 
activities linked to the marine environment that are 
conducted in a way that is compatible with the 
environmental preservation of ecosystems, and that 
favour sustainable social and economic development.

Above all, Barcelona City Council wants to focus on 
promoting blue economy initiatives linked to the 
sea: sustainable maritime economies.



Established sectors sectors 
Cross-cutting 
emerging

Port activities
Maritime 

transport and 
logistics

Shipbuilding 
and 

maintenance

Fisheries and 
bioeconomy

Tourism Water 
treatment Sports

Marine 
renewable 
energies

Nautical

Education, 
training and 

research

Culture

These sectors include the tourism sector in their value chain.

Blue 
biotechnology

12 strategic sectors within the blue economy



Companies

1,154

10%

51%

20%

10%

5%
4%

Port activities
 33%

Bioeconomy 
32%

Maritime 
transport 

30%

Shipbuilding 
and repair

4%

Other 
1%

Turnover

€3,826M

Source: Internal data of Barcelona City Council, 2019. Based on SABI and Camerdata data, 2019. NB: only direct 
values are taken into account.

Employment

15,806

34%

18%

36%

4%
3% 5%

Culture, education, 
sport and knowledge 
in the marine sector

4.3%
GDP

1.5%
companies

1.4%
employment

The Blue Economy in Barcelona
12 strategic sectors within the blue economy
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Dynamic ecosystem in the process of consolidation

BUSINESS AREA KNOWLEDGE CENTRES

ADMINISTRATIONSCITIZENS AREA



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KsxL_W1r8-k



Roadmap: 8 lines of action, 15 projects, 43 mesures

8
lines of 
action 

15
key 

projects

43
measures

12
economic 
sectors

1. Blue Economy Hub: new hub of 

economic activity

2. Blue employment and 

training

3. Innovation and 

transference in the Blue 
Economy

4. Development of Blue 

Economy sectors

5. Connecting the Blue Economy 

with the city and citizens

6. Conservation and regeneration of 

the marine ecosystem

7. Local and international 

promotion, background and 
positioning

8. Public-private governance

95% 
Projects done or 

ongoing in 1’5 year



12 sectors  8 axis  15 projects 43 measures

In processExecuted Pending

1. Blue Economy Hub: new hub of economic 
activity

2. Blue Employment and Training

4. Development of sectors 

5. Connection with the city and citizens

6. Conservation and regeneration of the marine ecosystem

7. Local and international promotion, background and 
positioning 

8. Public-private governance

1. New Olympic Port 

2. . Blue Economy Entrepreneurship Programme 

3. Study of new employment opportunities

4. Reskilling in the Blue Economy 

5. Nautical training and technology nexus 

6. InnovaBlue

7. Protocol with the Port of Barcelona

8. Support for investment funds

9. Barcelona Mar de Ciència

10. Blue Pavilion

11. Barcelona water clean-up plan

12. Sant Martí seafront promenade project

13. Blue Economy Observatory

14. Celebration of an international event

15. Blue Economy public-private table

3. Innovation and transference

Implementation status: +95% in 1.5 years!



New Olympic Port
A new sustainable port 

40,050 m2

Shelter Dike, Gregal

and Mestral docks

8,121 m2

The blue economy 

and sportBlue Economy hub

Promoting sailing and sea sports with new spaces

Public space for contact with the sea

America’s Cup venue (women & youth)



Some near future international events

2022
UN Ocean 

Conference

June, Lisbon

2024

2025
UN Ocean 

Conference 2025 

Xx, Nice

2021
Barcelona Blue 

Economy Strategy

October 2021

2024
America’s Cup

August – October, 

Barcelona

2024
Preparation of UN Ocean 

Conference 2025 Niça

June, Costarica

BlueMissionMed Stakeholders Forum

Satellite event – TBC

2023

2024 
UfM Sustainable Blue 
Economy Stakeholder 
Conference 

February, Athens

Barcelona UN Ocean 

Decade Conference

10-12 April, Barcelona 

2024
Tomorrow.BlueEconomy

Nov , Barcelona 

Tomorrow.BlueEconomy

7-9 Nov , Barcelona 
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www.barcelonactiva.cat/blueeconomy 

Thank You!#BlueEconomyBarcelona
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