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Latest News

1. More than 350 join forces in Athens to forge &ustainable |
Blue Economy future for the Mediterranean(Athens, 1920 |
February 2024)
The 2nd UfM Stakeholder Conference on Sustainable E
Economy took place o920 Februaryin the Greek capital i
bringing together over 358ed SBE stakeholdets take stock M
of progress achievesince the adoption of the 2021 UfM##5
Ministerial Declaratioron SBEto discuss joint challenges an
transformative tools and pathways for the Sustainable

Development of the sectors and activities of the Mediterranean 8Btepd theUfM Roadmapon SBE&nNd the
related next steps; antb set the path towards future deliberations at political level.

Averyrich and dynamic crossection of Med SBE stakeholders from across the basin took part in the Conference,
affirming the strong collaborative spirit of the Mediterranean cooperation on Sustainable Blue Economy, at both
technical and political levelLearn more.



mailto:blueconomy@ufmsecretariat.org
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Key outcomes and messages emerging from the parallel workshops dedicated to the priorities of the 2021 UfM
Ministerial Declaration on SBE are summarized in the repariiable here.

2. Tunisia and Greece join forces on the Sustainable Blue ~ R
Economy in the Mediterraneafthens, 19 February 2024)

A new strategic agreement between Greek and Tunisiaritime
clusters represents an official gateway to boost the sustaina ip‘:fg
blue economy between the western and eastern Mediterranee == 5
On 19 February 202during the2" UfM Stakeholder Conference &8
on Sustainable Blue Economy, ti@&uster Maritime Tunisien,
(CMT) and>reekStrategiesMaritime ICT Cluster (SMICT), sign
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to establish a systemic collaboration framework for common projects
and initiatives Learn more.

3. SFSMED Webinar: Blue Transformatid@irategies and actions

for more sustainable agrifood systems in the Mediterraneg® )
March2024) Blue Transformation:

On March 20, 2024, théJfM coorganized a webinar on :;:a;eﬁ'eezuas"tiiicat;f:s
sustainable blue agfbod systems in the Mediterranean, unde agrifood systems
the framework of theSFSVIED Platform a multistakeholder in the Mediterranean
initiative launched by UfMS, FAQ and CIHEAM aimed at Wednesday 20 March 2024
promoting  collaborative actions for the sustainabl 1000 = 1150 (CET) "
transformation of food systems in the Mediterranean.

The 7" SFOVIEDwebinarserved as a valuable dialogue platformexchangeknowledgeon the processesand
enabling conditionsequired to make the shift towards more sustainable fgril systems in the Medis well as
to sharebest practicesand successful initiativefsom across the regionThe webinaralso provideda valuable
space to discuss the role of policymaking, research, capacity building, technology and firematdiimgthe Blue

TransformationLearn moreand access theideo recordinopf the webinarhere.

4. 2024 Ocean Decade Conference (Barcelona;120April
2024)

Ocean Decade community and partners to take stock
celebrate achievements three years after the kiff of the
Decade. Around 1,500 participants, representi
governments, universities, the private sector, nenf==

governmental organizations, and other stakeholde W

including the UfM, gathered for this threday event to

reflect on progress and set a collective vision and joint priorities for the rest of the Decade. Another 3,000
participants joined the meeting onlineThe main Conference outcome was tBarcelonaStatement

which identifies three sets of priorities: ocean knowledge and science generation to inform management
decisions; improved infrastructure including for marine pollution monitoring and ocean observations; and
crosscutting issues such as @esigning inititives and embracing all knowledge systerhsarn more.

5. 9 Our Ocean Conference (Athens, 11& April 2024)

The Our Ocean Conferen¢@OC)was first launched under the
initiative of the U.S. Department of State in 2014. Sitem, it
has gradually become a forum for dialogue bringing togett
governments, international organizations, academia, the privi
sector, and NGOs that share a common vision for the protect
of the oceans and take action to support this vision. To date
up until the last Our Ocean Conference which was held in Pan

OCEAN

GREECE 2024
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in 2023, the Conference has gathered more than 2160 commitments worth almost US$ 130 billion, distributed
across the six thematic areas addressed by the Conference. THe®thstructurecround six broad areas of
action (tackling the climate crisis; Advancing sustainable fisheries; Fostering sustainable blue economies;
Promoting marine protected areas; Supporting maritime security; and Combatting marine pdlhuthaght
together a wide range of National Delegations and stakeholders, including the Ufstate up efforts for the
Ocean we want_earn more

6. COP28: Blue Mediterranean Partnersipledging conference Blue Mediterranean Partnership
- European Commi ssi on cC ommi
Mediterranean Partnership

On 2 December 2023, at thglue Mediterranean Partnership's ‘
pledging conferencethe European Commission committed t
pledgee m Y Rofthle re@ntly established Blue Mediterrane i
Partnership At COP28partners and donors involved in the BM - -
reinforced their support for developing the sustainable blt ¢s¢ ouwers me. m € (AR cdp” KFW

economy in the southern Mediterranean region. The parties involved signed a letter of intent to make their
participation in the Partnership official and to make the Partnership operational in 2024.

This collaborative initiative is designedcatalyze sustainable blue economy investments in the-Boncountries

of the Mediterranean regionwith a focus on the Southern Neighbourhood. It is spearheaded by the Union for

the Mediterranean (UfM) and the EU, through the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD)
FYR GKS 9dzZNRLISIY Ly@SadyYSyid . Isyidudepkrdticwaste redictdn, baaskali y S|
resilience investments, sustainable tourism, circular economy, anchenbiodiversityLearn more

7. 2nd International TouMaLi Conferen@darrakech, 89 e

November, 2023) :;‘;;, ““““““ a2 - 2028
Plastics (in particular macro and micro) are ubiquitous i T@UMALI Recuction of tourisn-

sity ol related Beach palluton
w ato u. i the region

Mediterranean coastal and marine environments ar
leakage/discharge can occur at all stages of the produatim 2" International Conference
disposal cycle. Plastics, mostly single use (SUP), make up 8/ =

. . Tourism and Marine Ecosystem Protection
all marine litter collectedLabelled by the 43 member countrie

i . . 8t & 9'" of November 2023

of the UfM, the overall aim ofouMaLis to minimize waste from
the tourism Industry in Morocco, Tunisia, and Egypt and provide sustainable solutions, including support to the
development of legal frameworks, governancgganizational structures, financial tools, and technical
approachesThe 2nd International Conference brought together in Marrakech project parineltgding the UfM,
experts, and stakeholders to exchange on progress achieved, theddttte art, and experiences/best practices
across the regiorRead more.

8. 7h UfM Task Force on Environment addresses k
Mediterranean issues and 203GreenerMed Agenda (Brussels
November 1516, 2023) '
The 7th UfM Task Force on Environment convened in Brug
and online, bringing together national representatives a
regional stakeholders to deliberate on crucial environmen
issues pertaining to the Ewidediterranean region. Chaired b
the EU and Jadianian CePresidency alongside the Uf
Secretariat, the meeting highlighted significant developments

across various fronts as described in #80GreenerMedAgenda

Among other prioritiesDelegates engaged in joint discussions focused on COP28 for Climate Change and COP16
for Biodiversityjncludingthe implementation of the approved GlobBiodiversity Frameworkl he status of the
HNoNnDNBSYSNARSR ! 3SyRIFQa AYLXSYSyllGdA2y ¢l & IRead2 NB
more.
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9. European Commission's Smart Specialisation (S3) Forum §
2023: A Resounding Success for Regional Innovation
(Barcelona, November&, 2023)

The event, held in Barcelona, Spain, provided a unique platfg
for participants to delve into S3 policy and implementatig
issues, with a particular focus on the 13 Instrument and t NP 7iS3Forum
Regional Innovation Valleys Initiative. Plenary sessions, feat 2 HoDiniiee 2025
speakers from the European Commission, managing authorit S i
and governmental bodies implementing S3, offered a

comprehensive policy update and explored the interplay with clustexarn more

10. MED MSP Community of Practice: Experts from acros$ftbeiterranean unite to share experiences and

align perspectives (26 January, 2023)

hy Hc WIFydzz NBE HnHoX /Lb9! (23SGKSNJ gAGK 5D a! w9z f
tfFyyAya FT2N GKS aSRAGSNNI YSIYyQs gAGK GKS &adzlJll2 NI 2
Union for Mediterranean. This is a volany, enthusiastic group of experts from EU and-idh countries working

on MSP in the Mediterranean. It was established based on a growing need from the MSP Community for a
continuous and structured dialogue at sea basin and-se# basin level. In its $ir year, 3 workshops and 4
thematic webinars have beesrganizedc mostly online. Participants indicated the added value of this platform

and plans are underway to continue with these meetings in the

years ahead_earn more.

11. Barcelona Convention COP23 commits to a green transiti

in the Mediterranear(Portoroz,5-8 December 2023) cop23| UN® |} =
The 23rd Meeting (COP23) of the Contracting Parties to st o
Barcelona Convention and its Protocols, which took plack-ol

8 December 2023 in Portoroz (Slovenia), adopted import:

steps to protect ecosystems in the face of the rising impacts ot

the triple planetary crisis of climate change, biodiversity loss and polluti&srn more.

12. Strong interest for WestMED Spain webinar on

decarbonizing small ports and vesse[®ecembet 8, 2023) westveo (SN [FEEEE --'E
OnDecember 18,2023, Sa (1a 95 Q& b I (i hosteblla B
webinar titled dOpportunities and experiences for decarbonizi
recreational and fishing vessels and pért® ¢ KS

organizedin collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture " £ g:s"c:r“b“;f‘f’z:ifo‘;i":zﬂ::'t‘:s’ide
Fisheries and Food and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, EUropiss it ol buques pesqueros y/o recreativos
Union and Cooperation, brought together 97 participants wil
representatives from authorities (regional, national), compani@&e

SMEs, NGOs, scientists, clusters, fishing associations, FLAGs and universities
The webinar supports the effort to decarbonize the fishing and recreational boating sector in the Western

Mediterranean and help achieve the objectives of the European Green Deal, including the reduction of GHG
emissions, while taking into consideratioretiprofitability, sustainability and resilience of these sect@esarn

more.

€3 Lenguaje en castelar
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13. Major Blue Economy Milestone in Libya with its Firg
WestMED National Stakeholder Evehibya, November 30,
2023)

For the first time in the five years of Technical Assistance,
WestMED Assistance Mechanism experienced a national
Economy event in Libya on Nov,3®23. This waschieved
upon the initiative of the National Coordinatorgith the
organization and support by the National Project of Aquacultt o e

and thel aaAadlyOS FTNRBY 2Sada950Qa LuItAIy blruaAZ2ylFf |1
Besides a richinteraction on topics related to the fishery sector, the description of opportunitiader the
Technical Assistance providedthg WestMED Assistance Mechanism dydEU funded programmes accessible

to Libyan stakeholders was an important point to encourage stakeholders to join partnerships and project
proposalsLearn more.

14. European Commission to explore the future of fishers up
2050

The European Commission Haanched? CA &8 KS N& 2

an EUwide participatory project that will examine the future
role of fishers in society up to 2050he project will delve mtomu-E
the hopes,challenges expectations, and needs of fishers t
understandhow the professmn is likely to evolve by 2057 === e
WCAAKSNE 2F (KS CdzidzNBQ 6 Aflmes . == | SELX
role in society beyond providing higluality seafoodThe project will run untll December 2024. A participatory
kick-off event involving a wide range of stakeholders will be held in spring of 2@24n more.

15. Regional Workshop Towards Dafariven Sustainability of
the Mediterranean Blu&conomy(23 November, 2028 .
On 23 November 2023, the Union for the Mediterranea
participated in a regional workshop organized by Plan Bleig
Marseilleand onling titled "Towards Datdriven Sustainability inf
the Blue Economy of the Mediterranean”. Focused on
evolving Mediterranean blue economy, the workshop aimed %
establish a comprehensive framework surpassing currg
indicators to gauge sustainability effectivelyearn more

16. European Blue Forum, 2nd Dedjive WorkshogOctober 16, 2023)

¢KS 9dzNRLISI Yy . f diive WakshgytidadiWhattites &f&$ilelree blue economy look like?

How can we as a community support this transitiott®k place on October 16th, 2023. It served as a platform

for stakeholdersfrom different sectors, sea basins, and organisational backgrounds to engage irdepthn
discussion regarding the future of the European Blue Economy. The primary goal of the workshop was to explore
and discuss the challenges and obstacles the memifeitse European Blue Forum are facing and their unique
aspirations and requirements in decarbonising their sector and eventually transitioning towards a fossil fuel
sustainable blue economy in the futureearn more.
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17. Mediterranean fisheries and aquaculture: outcomes of GF — .
high-level conference on MedFish4Ever initiative@®ctober MedFish4Ever

2023) MedFish4Ever
In October 2023the European Commission and 20 EU a Transtormatve
Mediterranean states renewed their commitments to deliver QESETERESS
their sustainability pledges made in the MedFish4E
Declaration. The 2017 MedFish4Ever Declaration has bee
cornerstone in regional fisheries governance, catalysing actio
build a regulatory framework for sustainable management afi0

development.Six years down the road, Mediterranean states met again in Malta to review progress and renew
their commitment to live up to the promises of tli@eclaration, while looking into the future challenges that this

region is facing in pursuing sustainable fisheries and aquacultaezn more.
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Resources and Opportunities

1. 4th call for proposas of the Interreg EurdED programme
The Interreg EurdED Programme is launching 4t Call for
Projects open for submissions betwee&r? March and 12 June
2024

Thematic projectsupportedunder the call will tacklériority
1:A Smarter Mediterraneanand Priority 2:A Greener
Mediterranean

and will be of two types:'test’ and 'transfer projects. Learn
more.

2. New Pilot Project call for proposals will foster energ
transition infisheries

The European Commission has launched a new call for prop
for a demonstrator pilot project to foster the energy transitio
in the fisheries sector. The callfunded under the EU Pilofll | ;=%
Project Funds with a budget of EUR 2.2 milkmad open from '
20 February until 11 June 2024eeks to finance a pilot projec\

on a demonstrator fishing vessahat will be retrofitted with
alternative propulsion technologies and other solutions to

improve energy performance, cut emissipaad reduce underwater noiseéearn more.

PPPA
CALL FOR PROPOSALS

Pilot Project: Fostering
energy transition in the
fisheries sector

3. The State of Mediterranean and Black S&aheries 2023
This2023speciakeditionofthe D C/ dl&@yshippublication,The
State of Mediterranean and Black Sea Fisheries, updates
statisticsandfigureson the statusand managemenbf fisheries
in the region and includes,for the first time, an overview of LA Stateof
regionalindicatorson the aguaculturesectorin Mediterranean “Mediterranean and
. Black Sea Fisheries
andBlackSeacountries.
It alsoaimsto deliverusefulandreliabledatato awide audience
as an essential source of information on fisheries and
aguaculturein the regionand a keytool to supportdecisiormakingand monitor progressowardsthe goalsset
by the GFCMLearn more.

4. Energy Transition Partnership(ETP)for EU Fisheriesand
Aquaculture L
On 21 February 2023, the European Commission adopte -
Communication on the energy transition in EU fisheries &
aguacultureas part of wider Fisheries and Oceans Package
of the key actions proposed in the Communication is setting -
an Energy Transition Partnership (ETP) for the energy transig
in the sector together with a broad range of stakeholddiise
objective of he ETP is to provide a broad mudtakeholder
platform that will promote and facilitate knowledge sharing, discussion and collaboration on some of the crucial
topics for accelerating the energy transition, such as finance, skills, technology, and ionoVats should result

also in the promotion and scalingp of good practices throughout the Elkarn more hereand here.
Threeworkshopshave taken place, namely ofinancing the energy transitioNovember 2023), on innovation
technologies (February 2024), and on skills (April 2024)
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5. Launch of the S3 CoP Observatory

At the Smart Specialisation (S3) Forum 2023, the launch of
brand newS3 CoP Observatowas announced as an importa
service serving as a central repository of information for S
across the EU. The tool enables users to intuitively comp
Smart Specializatiorareas of EU regions, while also providi
essential contact points and links to the strategi€ke project
team has identified S3 priorities directly from regions' an
member states' S3 documents and deployed tools from Artifig
Intelligence (Al), including Generative Adarn more '

6. CLUSTER releases Policy Report on Blue Economy, Spotl" "
Opportunities for Youth and Women Employment in th
Mediterranean

In a move towards addressing youth unemployment, tl
CLUSTER project published its policy refumiising on the Blue
Economy (BE) in the Mediterranearhe report underscores the
pivotal role of sustainable ocean resource management
creating employment opportunities, particularly for youth a
women in the regionThe policy report advocates for action -

plan targeting regional policymakers to implement inclusive youth employment schemes in the Blue Economy
sectors.Key strategies include substantial investment in blue careers and skills, leveraging European funding

programs, and adapting learning schemes to modermdse_earn more.

7. Interreg EureMED Academy: Shaping the Next Generation of
Mediterranean Leaders

The Interreg EurdED Academy is an op@tcess learning
space c®ONBI 4GSR o0& (GKS SA3IKIG |
Thematic Communities (Blue Growth, Green Growth, Socie
Creative, Efficient Buildings, Renewable Energy, Ur
Transports, Sustainable TourisrBiodiversity Protection) and
PANORAMED, the governance platform, that opened its viri Academy
doors in February 2022. The Academy's main mission is to make

o
S

Interreg Euro-MED

I YYSC

the knowledge, the competences and the results of the Interreg MED Projects readily available taxthe ne

generation leaders of a sustainable, inclusive and resilient Mediterraneanlarean more.
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Upcoming events

TheEconomist Regional Ocean Sumii#-16 May 2024, Dead Sea- Jordan

UfM Mediterranean Green Wegk4-16 May 2024, Istanbut Turkiye

Mission Innovative Sustainable Economy Innovation Cajp28-29 May 2024, Barcelona-
Spain

THALASSA 2024 Marine Sciences Confere2829 May 2024, Larnaca- Cyprus

European Maritime Day30-31 May 2024, Svendborg- Denmark

2nd European Blue Forum Annual Meetjr80 May 2024, Svendborg Denmark & Online

Virtual celebration of UN World Oceans Day June 2024~ Online

SBEPRNorkshop 'The key towards Mediterranean Regional SustainabjlifyJune 2024, Athens
- Greece & Online

International Underwater Glider Conferenc#0-14 June 2024, Gothenburg Sweden

UfM Webinars on MRE/MSP & Sustainable maritime and coastal tourism goverr{dooeand
July)

5th EU MacreRegional and Sea Basin Strategies Dag2-13 June 2024, BrusselBelgium
15th UfM Regional Platform on SBZ7 June 2024, Brussel8elgium

CPMR Intermediterranean Commission General Assen®3 July, 2024, Valencia Spain
OTTERS Summer Schd@0 June 5 July 2024, Marathor Greece

37th Americas Cup22 August 20 October 2024, Barcelona Spain

European Coastal Challenge Sump#d September 27 September 2024, ConstantdRomania
The 2nd HighTech Summit for the Black Sei6 October 2024, Sofia- Bulgaria

Suné& Blue- Blue Tourisninnovation Congress20-22 November 2024, Almeria Spain
SEAFUTURE 20229 Septembef October 2025, La Speaa — Italy

To know how your data will be protected, you can read our pripatigy onour website
You are receiving this email because your information is in our database. You can unsabstribdishy clicking
here

The present nelester is financially supported by the European Union througbliitieAgrant BEinMED.
Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are
Funded by the however those of the authodslyanddo not necessarily reflect

European Union those of the European Unio€BMEANeitherthe European Union
nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.
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