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What Is Maritime Spatial Planning? N

WWF

“Maritime spatial planning (MSP) is the tool to manage the use of our seas

and oceans coherently and to ensure that human activities take place in an ‘
efficient, safe and sustainable way” (EC)

Why do we need it?

e To protect the environment by assigning protected areas, avoiding or at
least reducing impacts on ecosystems

e To reduce conflicts and creating synergies between different activities
e Toincrease cross-border cooperation between countries

e To encourage investment through predictability, transparency and legal
certainty

Policy Context

e EU MSP Directive % * * * \
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e Barcelona Convention MSP Framework (ICZM Protocol link)




What is the current implementation status?

ASSESSING THE BALANCE BETWEEN
NATURE AND PEOPLE IN EUROPEAN SEAS:

MARITIME SPATIAL
PLANNING IN THE
MEDITERRANEAN SEA

BELGIUM
37.36%

; Anational maritime spatial plan is in place and has been assessed
m{: m by WWF. 100% comesponds to the complete achievement of an
ecosystem-based approach to MSP
No national maritime spatial plan in place and the country is under
infringement procedures by the European Commission
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DENMARK

SWEDEN
69.18%

FINLAND
30.82%

ESTONIA
64.15%

LATVIA
83.85%

LITHUANIA
31.82"

2%

Anational maritime spatial plan is in place but
has notyet been assessed by WWF

No national maritime spatial plan is in place but there
infringement procedure underway as the outermost
have more time to comply with EU laws



Methodology - Assessment categories

INCLUSION OF NATURE

The plan accounts for integrating marine protection, limiting the expansion
of at-sea activities, and considers the cumulative effects of human activities
on the carryving capacity of marine ecosystems as essential components of a

securing a sustainable blue economy

SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS

The plan takes diverse at-sea human activities and socio-economie factors into

consideration, including the Principles for a Sustainable Blue Economy?

GOOD OCEAN GOVERNANCE

The plan aligns with other EU policies and designates competent authorities to
manage and enforce a high-standard EBA to MSP

COMPREHENSIVENESS OF THE COMPLETE MSP PROCESS

The MSP process is based on the robust management of all maritime
activities, including transboundary cooperation between national authorities
for long-term sustainability, as well as an adaptive approach to monitoring
and future planning




Implementation of Maritime Spatial Planning in the Mediterranean region

Key: mmm Mediterranean average France Malta === Slovenia Spain
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Entire sea area covered

Tools for monitoring progress and
aligning with key policies inciuded

Sustainable multipurpose use through
time and space included

Interdisciplinary science
supported decisions

Adaptive management framework applied

Cross-border cooperation for good
planning, monitoring and enforcement

Industrial, ecological, cultural and societal
functions included

Planning based on best-available
scientific evidence

Various scenarios of sustainable
sea uses considered

Competent authority for delivering
EBA-MSP in place

Cross-sectoral policies and
timelines harmonised

Legally-binding plan

Vision for sustainable development in
next 20 years included

Aligns with EU Habitats Directive and
Birds Directive

Aligns with EU policies for reduction
of noise pollution

Aligns with EU policies for seafioor
and habitat protection

Temporal and spatial uncertainties in the
era of cimate change addressed

Strategic environmental ments
{SEA) conducted

Consxleration for ecologically-sensitive areas

When data is missing/ insuficient,
Precautionary Principle applied

Planned activities fall within
environmentally-sustainable limits

Land-sea interactions identified and analysed

Network of well-managed Marine Protected
Areas included

Essential marine habitats connected via blue
corridors/ green infrastucture

Areas for nature restoration included

Blue Carbon ecosystems protected

Marine ecosystem services assessed and
included

Risk in conflicts among users addressed

Sustainable blue economy objectives and
finance priciples defined

Industry employment and income generation
forecasted

Sea use by fisheries assessed and included

Offshore renewable energy targets included -
CO; neutrality respects biodiversity objectives

Results from cross-sectoral public consultation
incorporated

Inclusion of nature
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NB: The Medtiterranean score corresponds to the average of all Member States' scores. For the scores, “100%" corresponds lo the complete achievement of indicator goals in that category, “50%" represents a partial achievement, and
“0%" corresponds to zero achievements.

Based on 4
assessed countries
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Why Is MSP implementation slow in the Med?

WWF

SLOVENIA

o No sense of urgency (limited offshore wind development
so far)

« Complexity of the geopolitical context (EEZ disputes etc.)

« Complexity of the socioeconomic context (tourism,
coastal communities, small scale fisheries, maritime

transport)

o Other priorities (oil and gas)

e Lack of data
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What next?

WWF

s S
@ ;HAEOS4MI’GASAH - o Develop, adopt and implement the missing Maritime
AFEGUARDING MARI ,
PROTECTED AREAS N THE GROWING Spatial Plans

o Designate areas for offshore renewable energy development
e Improve engagement with the fishing and tourism sector

o Establish a well managed and well-connected network of
Marine Protected Areas (in line with the Global Biodiversity
Framework)

o Establish a regional (Med) MSP Working Group to exchange
good practices and co-define solutions for cross boundary
planning issues

Interreg RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE
o8 OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY SECTOR

_ s = e Make MSPs and related harmonized datasets public
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