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What is Maritime Spatial Planning?

“Maritime spatial planning (MSP) is the tool to manage the use of our seas 

and oceans coherently and to ensure that human activities take place in an 

efficient, safe and sustainable way” (EC)

Why do we need it?

● To protect the environment by assigning protected areas, avoiding or at 

least reducing impacts on ecosystems 

● To reduce conflicts and creating synergies between different activities

● To increase cross-border cooperation between countries 

● To encourage investment through predictability, transparency and legal 

certainty

Policy Context

● EU MSP Directive

● Barcelona Convention MSP Framework (ICZM Protocol link)
© WWF Mediterranean 



What is the current implementation status?
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Methodology - Assessment categories
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Mediterranean Sea
average

Based on 4 

assessed countries 

out of 8.

44%

● 4 out of 8 Member States 

without MSP

● France and Spain 

designate 30% MPAs 

(<2% management plans)
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Why is MSP implementation slow in the Med?

● No sense of urgency (limited offshore wind development

so far)

● Complexity of the geopolitical context (EEZ disputes etc.)

● Complexity of the socioeconomic context (tourism, 

coastal communities, small scale fisheries, maritime

transport)

● Other priorities (oil and gas)

● Lack of data
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What next?

● Develop, adopt and implement the missing Maritime 

Spatial Plans

● Designate areas for offshore renewable energy development

● Improve engagement with the fishing and tourism sector

● Establish a well managed and well-connected network of 

Marine Protected Areas (in line with the Global Biodiversity 

Framework)

● Establish a regional (Med) MSP Working Group to exchange

good practices and co-define solutions for cross boundary

planning issues 

● Make MSPs and related harmonized datasets public 
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Thank you!

mrandone@wwfmedpo.org
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