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Update since last meeting (16/10/2025)
Horizon Europe Mission Ocean and Waters Work Programme

- WP25 projects under Grant Agreement procedure, 
launch foreseen between June and September 
2026. 

- MED-specific projects in 3 topics: 
• HORIZON-MISS-2025-03-OCEAN-03: Digital 

technologies and energy transition in fisheries and/or 
aquaculture

• HORIZON-MISS-2025-03-OCEAN-07: Mission 
Lighthouses coordination and support activities

• HORIZON-MISS-2025-03-OCEAN-02: A toolbox for 
public authorities to address marine plastics and litter 
from river-to-ocean

- 3 transversal community-led projects
• HORIZON-MISS-2025-03-OCEAN-04: Restoring Ocean 

and Waters in Regions

• HORIZON-MISS-2025-03-OCEAN-05: Restoring Ocean 
and Waters in waterfront Cities and their Ports 

• HORIZON-MISS-2025-03-OCEAN-06: Restoring Ocean 
and Waters on Islands

• Specific activities in each Mission basin

WP26: ongoing call (deadline Sept 2026)
• HORIZON-MISS-2026-03-OCEAN-01: Large-scale 

demonstration for mapping the distribution and 
condition of marine habitats to implement the Nature 
Restoration Regulation 

• HORIZON-MISS-2026-03-OCEAN-02: Addressing 
aquatic pollution and biodiversity loss through nature 
positive solutions from source to sea

• HORIZON-MISS-2026-03-OCEAN-03: By fishers, for 
fishers: co-management of marine and freshwaters 
ecosystems and resources 

• HORIZON-MISS-2026-03-OCEAN-04: Towards a 
European network of ocean technology testing sites 

• HORIZON-MISS-2026-03-OCEAN-05: Regional (sea-
basins) components of the EU Digital Twin Ocean 

• One project per Mission Basin except topic #04)

- Amendment on WP27 to be published end-2026.
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Update since last meeting (16/10/2025)

- Additional demonstration sites, associated regions, third-party funded
actions (e.g. schools), Technical Assistance, etc.

• See Mission Monitoring Dashboard on the Mission Service Portal

- Ocean Days / Mission Forum 2-6 March 2026

• Forthcoming:

- EU Missions 2026 Assessment

- Ocean Observation Initiative (OceanEye)

- Ocean R&I Strategy, building on the Mission

https://projects.research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters/monitoring-dashboard
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Mediterranean Basin-wide co-ordination and support 
activities:

Lighthouse CSA 2026+

•Starts June 2026

•Covers all Mission Objectives

•Support to National & Regional
Hubs

•Support to replication and 
upscale of innovative 
solutions

TASC-
RestoreMed

• Financial Support to 
third parties: Min 5 
Community-led actions, 
min 20 Transition 
agenda

•Technical Assistance

Blue

Mission

Med

•Ended on 31/12/2025

•Focused on Marine 
Pollution

Danube river basin

 & Black Sea Atlantic & Arctic basins

Mediterranean basin
Baltic & North Sea basin

MAKE THE BLUE 
ECONOMY 
CARBON- 

NEUTRAL AND 
CIRCULAR 

PREVENT AND 
ELIMINATE 

POLLUTION OF OUR 
OCEAN, SEAS AND  

WATERS

PROTECT AND 
RESTORE 

FRESHWATERS 
ECOSYSTEMS AND 

BIODIVERSITY

PROTECT AND 
RESTORE MARINE 
ECOSYSTEMS AND 

BIODIVERSITY
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TASC-RestoreMed

• Launched in September 2025 and running for four 
years, TASC-RestoreMed acts as a catalyst for a 
sustainable blue economy in the Mediterranean, 
combining science, innovation, and community 
action to restore marine and freshwater 
ecosystems.

• The programme provides financial support, 
capacity building, and a dynamic collaboration 
network that enables communities, innovators, and 
policymakers to work together toward a 
regenerative and resilient Mediterranean.

• Through its Open Call, TASC-RestoreMed will 
identify and support high-potential projects that 
receive comprehensive technical, business, and 
policy assistance from design to implementation, 
accelerating tangible change across the region.

https://tascrestoremed.eu/open-call/
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Mediterranean Sea Basin Lighthouse 2nd Phase

• Objectives:
- Address the pressures the Mediterranean faces from climate change, pollution, biodiversity degradation and 

overexploitation. 

- Enhances the 1st phase of Mission Ocean and waters in the Mediterranean basin, focusing on all Mission’s 
objectives -restoring marine & freshwater ecosystems & biodiversity, eliminating pollution, making blue 
economy climate-neutral & circular. 

• Consortium of Partners from 15 Mediterranean countries, organized in 3 regional (Western, 
Central, Eastern) and 15 National Hubs. 
- Focuses on mobilizing investments in the 3 regional systems to accelerate deployment of solutions relevant 

to Mission’s objectives. 

- Tailored Capacity Building providing local stakeholders with the necessary technical skills and capacities to 
operate & upscale the innovative solutions.

- Investment mobilization activities, for solutions to get financed and deployed in real socio-economic 
systems, thus contributing to Mission’s Impact realization. 

- 3 Regional Living Labs, each focusing on a Mission objective, where stakeholders and citizens jointly refine 
selected solutions under real coastal conditions, accelerating adoption. 

• Start date: 01/09/2026, Duration: 3 years
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Thank you!
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