


WHAT
IS THE

WEMED
AWARD?

The WeMed Award is a flagship initiative of
the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable
Development (MSSD), launched by
MedWaves under UNEP/MAP.

It recognises outstanding entrepreneurs and
sustainable business models delivering
environmental, economic, and social value
across the Mediterranean region.

Beyond rewarding excellence, the WeMed
Award promotes the replication and scalability
of eco-innovative solutions, strengthening the
Mediterranean ecosystem of green
"Switchers.”

The 5% Edition of the WeMed Award will open
on the 1st of July and applicants will have
30 days to submit their proposals.

Winners will be announced in a high-level
awarding ceremony, on the 2" of November
2026, in Barcelona.
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The 5t Edition of the WeMed Award is opened
to early- and growth-stage “Sustainable
Business Models” as defined within the
decision 1G.25/18, adopted by the Conference
of Parties of the Barcelona Convention in
Antalya in 2021.:

“Based on the interdependency between the environment,
society and economy, a sustainable business provides
innovative viable products and services contributing to green,
circular, socially inclusive, carbon-neutral and toxic-free
economies by:

1. creating ecological value and/or safeguarding biodiversity
and natural regeneration cycles (addressing environmental
challenges, including climate change and/or reducing
environmental impacts), as well as social value (addressing
social needs), and

2. by applying eco-innovation, life cycle thinking (including
eco-design)and system thinking approaches.”



WeMed Award — Editio

EARLY STAGE GROWTH STAGE

€20,000 €20,000

Support for start-ups & early ventures
Integrating eco-innovation into viable business
models

Support for scaling companies (3—10 yrs) with
proven sustainable business models




The Award’s Evaluation Criteria

* The business model addresses ecological challenges and reduces
environmental impacts. It is a good example of resource efficiency,
energy efficiency and productivity. Eco-innovation, product or service life
cycle assessment and eco-design, among others, it contributes to
pollution prevention, resource saving and a sustainable lifestyle for
consumers.

* The sustainable business model addresses social needs, empowers
communities and works in a network.

» Have a profitable business model, in accordance with its economic
results and its own viability.

* Be an entity that is legally constituted in the eligible geography on the
Switchers Fund (EU Regions with a GDP <70% of the EU’s average;
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Egypt, Lebanon, Montenegro,
Morocco, Palestine, Tunisia, Turkiye)

* Be a corporate or cooperative entity, or a self-employed natural person,
with a maximum of 250 employees or members. The joint participation of
self-employed workers will also be accepted.
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